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We, as organisations committed to the management of voluntary service projects, have the will to transform our communities at the local level, and, through networking, at the international level. We strive for a fairer world, one that is more sustainable, more healthy and with better resources and social justice that will lead toward the  development of people, communities, their happiness and solidarity. This is the main mission that all voluntary service organisations have.

We have to assume, as a goal, the development of working methodologies that strengthen the achievement of that mission, and that our action is not just working for this transformation through the final product of a project but also through our daily personal action and it’s effects on our world. 

That is the starting point of the International Campaign for Sustainable Voluntary Service: 

1. Let's transform our actions and lives to be more sustainable 

2. Let's educate ourselves, our volunteers and our society to be more sustainable 

3. Let's join together: local organisations, IVS organisations and networks in this effort

1. Let's transform our actions and lives to be more sustainable: In the case of voluntary service projects, we think that it is our responsibility to promote more sustainable ways to consume, exchange and act.  

As organisations that make projects for local development and solidarity, we have to assume that our actions leave an ecological and a social footprint and  we want to make sure that it is a positive one. 

That is why the campaign defines four major principles that can be followed to put our projects on a path towards sustainability: 

a) A reduction of consumption/pollution;

b) a change in our consumption; 

c) actions that improve our environment; 

d) actions that help educate and spread awareness about sustainability among people and their communities. 

2. Let's educate ourselves, our volunteers and our society in general for sustainability. 

It is up to us, as social, educational organisations that we are, to take the first steps to learn, experiment and communicate, so that society can understand that a different living habits are necessary and possible. 

In our role, we act as educators of volunteers who come to our countries and can have significant influence, on the international level, to promote more healthy and sustainable daily living habits. But we can also teach ourselves in the individual and the organisational level, as well as we can share our learnings with other organisations and societies at large.

It is therefore in our hands to be, not only organisers of sustainable voluntary service projects, but as well to be guides and models for other sectors of society that may not assume initially the social goals of the voluntary service organisations. 

    a. To teach ourselves: We share and create our own materials and exchange good practices in meetings and in our wiki. 

    b. To educate our volunteers and society at large: We organise actions in our projects to spread awareness; we will communicate the results of our campaign every year; we will try to convince other organisations and projects to join our efforts. We will work with local and international institutions to facilitate and promote actions that provide the chances for a transformation towards sustainability. 

3. Let's join together: local organisations, IVS organisations, networks 

Our strength is our commitment and our union. The more serious we are working together for the campaign, the better and stronger it will be. This is why the campaign does not belong to any one organisation or network: we want all voluntary service networks (Alliance, SCI, ICYE, NVDA,CCIVS, etc.), to join and promote it.  

These are the reasons why and the vision under which we launch this campaign, and we invite you all, a great diversity of organisations, local hosts and volunteers to participate and to support it. 
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